ACT II

The boudoir of Catherine of Braganza, Charles's
queen, in his not too palatial quarters in Newmarket late
in the afternoon on the same day. A prie-dieu, and the
-pictures, which are all devotional, are signs of the queen's
piety. Charles, in slippers and breeches, shirt and cravat,
wrapped in an Indian silk dressing gown, is asleep on a
couch. His coat and boots are on the carpet where he has
thrown them. His hat and wig are on a chair with his
tall walking stick. The door, opening on a staircase landing,
is near the head of the couch, between it and the prie-dieu.
There is a clock in the room.

Catherine, aged 42, enters. She contemplates herhus-
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